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Introduction

The pupose of the Sustainable Food and Fibres Futpregect is:

To increase thegroduction of established olive groves to meet the increasing demand for
New Zealand Extra Virgin Olive Oil. The target is an additional 5kg (20%) per tree.

A second objective iso develop an alternate/more organic approach to improving grove
production.

The project uses five focus groves in each main growing region that have demonstrated a
commitment to best practice principles. These groves have alreadgimgnted the
recommendations ofhe previous Sustainable Farming Fund Project and have demonstrated
their success. They will now implement and trial new approaches, measure outcomes and
host field days to share their experiences with other growers.

The prgect also includes a number of groves who wish to tniehlernative ormore

organic approach to improving tree health and benefit from increased crop loads. These
groves will also implement and trial recommended new approaches, measure outcomes and
hog field days to share their experiences with other growers.

The methods use expert tree crops hotltural advice focusing in folkey aspects of grove
management.

1. Introducing practical, affordable tree pruning regimes that improve light distribution
for stimulating flowering and fruit growth, aiding effective spray coverage and
inducing adequate annual shoot growth to provide the required bud sites for new
flower productiong on an annual basis.

2. Introducing an appropriate nutritiongdrogrammethat will ensure there are
sufficient nutrients for plant growth which will impact on yield.

3. Improving tree health by disease control using affordable protectant spray
programmes to manag foliage diseases that defoliate olive trees, a primary cause of
low productivty in NZ groves.

4. Developing an alternate/more organmpcogrammemethodologies that will improve
tree health to manage foliage diseases as above.

This reportoutlines the progess made by the Focus Growesl is based on thiurth
round of Focus Grove sitsand Field Days held April 2021 carried out by the specialist
consultantengaged as paxf the project Dr Stuart TustiexPlant and Food Research.

There were some common topics covered off at all Field Days.
1. Manzate update to be banned in EBut is permitted in New Zealand. Stuart is
keeping abreast of happenings in the apple industry. The issue is with the (European)
destination markets and the apple industry is already workingmapplication
programmeto best ensure no residue.
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NOTE; Olives NZ has twice had residue testing on the Focus Grove oils with a
negative result.

Garry Burlace from Horticentre has advised the price could increatbe ggoduct
will now be imported by pallet rather than containers. However he advised there is a
plentiful supply available.

2. Glyphosate residuehas become an issue for honey exporters. Problem is probably
caused by bees foraging on sprayed fields. The issue may also be with the testing
regime in Japan. In our NZ groves two spaxggeally only reqired, perhaps early
springand six months later. Minimal weed spraying is now the norm because of
historic weed control. Alternative could be clover but needs water so will die off over
dry periods.Groves are advised to spray only if necessary.

This report is based on tt@mmentsfrom the Focus Grove visityy the project consultant
Branch Chairg;ocus Grove owneend other Field Day attendees
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Focus Groves Status

I Fs1S5Qa . I @&
Aquiferra

Bob Marshall and Shona Thompson welcom&gpeopk to the Field Day held on Frida} 9
April. In addition tdocal olivegrowers, Garry Burlace from Horticentre also attenced
several apologies received
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and Shona for their welcome and noted that this would be the last Field Day at Aquiferra

under their stewardship as the grove has been sold. He said that Aquiferra was now one of

the most, if not the most, highly regarded olive grove in therdou

Geoff said most notable achievements during the development of the grove included:
a. The most productive grove in NZ, consistently
Fantastic oil quality, consistently
Strong following of customers, retail and hospitality
W{ K2yl LINHzy A vt BE A28/ oASOAYiSzI INI Q& @2 Ol 0«
Generous with the sharing of their knowledge, learnings and time
The sale of an ongoing olive businessiaehievement

~®a00T

Geoff presated Bob and Shona with floweand thanks on behalf of Olives NZ for their
amazing contribaition to the NZ olive industry. The presentation was met with acclaim from
those present.

As noted, Auiferra was one of the origin&élocus Groves and is regarded as an exemplary
grove. Itagainled grove production nationallin 2020 For 2020 the averagharvest at
Aquiferra was 21kg per tree and with 19% vyield. The regional averages were 14.65kg and
16.6% respectivelyi he national averages weless than 10kg and 14.43%.

Disease Management

Bob said he had continued the regular Manzate 3 weekly anBratek sprays over

flowering. There was no evidence of any disease inthegrove. i K | | 61 SQa . & Ay
drought year, irrigation has been in operation since before Christmas.

It was accepted by all the current sprasogrammeis working very well ais evidenced by
the health of the trees.

One growercommented that Protek is like magic dust, his@dstion was 100% fruit set.
Chris Thorman said they hagplied Protelafter harvest to addresAnthracnose Stuart
saidthis wouldonly be applicablefigrove has old diseased wood which is being worked on.
Garry cautioned this application alssmd reiterated that applyingt flowering is best.

Bob commented thabne neighboy who isprogressing through organic regiation, has
raisedthe need to enste nospray drift. Olives NZ has also had a complaint about spray
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drift from a horse stud bordering on an olive groitevas noted that most olive growers
would be following best practice and only spraying when there was no wind to ensure
effectiveness ad therefore minimal/no spray drift.

Nutrition

Stuart said that atrition leaf tests across most groves have shown low Nitrodeiliar
sprayis the mosteffectiveapproach to address this and thecommenaed productis urea.
This ould also be applieth late spring or early summer Oct/Nov beé leaf tests.

At Aquiferra the leaf test showeditdogen deficiencyand Bobgave 3 foliar applicatiagof
urea & 5kg per hectare/10kg per tank.is Manzate compatible mix

Stuart reminded that leaf testshould be doneJan and July. Nitrogen deficiency @sobe
evident with yellow leaves.
Gary commented nitrogeis needed at flowering for fruit set.

Stuart said with an overall nutritioprogrammebulk fertilisercan beapplied to ground
based on sotlests, and then tweakedith the foliar spray based on leaf tests.

Pruning
The trees at Aquiferra continue to be in excellent shape and the pruning regime is in
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seconday pruningto manage cropoad as the trees are coping well and the fruit is very
plump.

Garry reminded thapruning is critical to offsetting biennial bearing.

Crop load
Looking excellent again. Lots of bunches, alotieavy fruit. This year walthormally be

NE3IIFINRSR a |y G2FF &S| peEtreddzii ft221Ay3 (2 o685

In response to a comment about an organic approach to olive growing, Garry commented
that to be successful with an organic approach a dry land area is preferable. Thediseas
management products are more expensive than Manzate. At this point there appears to be
no premium in price associated with being organic. Stuart commented that in the wine
industry, organic is part of brand differentiation rather than margin. Garry thatlorganic
groves would also need more aggressive pruning than we promote.

Thiswas another visit to this exemplary grove, where the discusi&ionsedon tweaking
the inputs tomaximizeproduction.

The dternoon concluded with refreshmentandspecal thanks to those who brought a

plate or supplied beverages. The afternoon tea provided an opportunity for the

presentaton2 ¥ G KS 1 ¢1SQa .Fe& .Sald 9+hh HnanuHANnX ol &
the NZ EVOO Awarddobwas delighted to present thedphy to Goff Crawford for

Telegraph Hill. Thanks to Boland Shona for hosting the visit and best wishes for the future.
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Stuart digussing new growth extension
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Shona in front a 'Shona pruned tregtleal shape for machine harvest
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Vigorous new growth

Bob presents Geoff with the trophy for best Hawke's Bay EVOO 2020
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