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History ςissues with New Zealand production

ÁAverage annual production = <10kg per tree

ÁBiennial bearing

ÁDisease in trees

ÁLow production = high costs

ÁNZ market share for NZ EVOO = <10%

ÁInternational research not always applicable to New Zealand

New Zealand olive industry market share constrained because of 
low levels of productivity 



Project Scope

ÅThis project aims to increase the production of established olive groves 
to meet the increasing demand for New Zealand Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
(EVOO) and will provide a template for any new groves. 
The target is an additional 5kg per tree.

ÅA desired second outcome is to develop alternate/more organic 
approaches to production to meet aspirations of a segment of the 
industry.



Preliminary Recommendations

ÅCanopy Management

ïReduce height and open up canopy

ïSet up regeneration of new healthy (sprayed!) young growth

ÅDisease Management 

ïMancozeb/Manzate (plus Protek at flowering) 
Organic option: KumulusSulphur + Copper Hydroxide

ïProactive spraying programme: keeping a protective fungicide cover

ïOrchard air blast sprayer required for effective tree coverage

ÅAppropriate Nutrition to support improved productivity

ïSoil tests

ïLeaf tests



FOCUS GROVE VISITS



Several groves who considered becoming organic 
and received a preliminary visit with advice in 

2019, subsequently decided against the organic 
approach.

The issue being the requirement to implement a 
spray programme for disease control ςcost 

(equipment) and time.
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AquiferraGrove Visit ςOctober 2019

ÅCanopy Management

ïRegrowth pruning rather than renovation pruning

ÅDisease Management

ïTrees in excellent health and little visible sign of disease

ÅNutrition ςsoil test results

ïPhosphorous and Potassium are low. pH needs monitoring.

ïRecommendation: Sulphate of Potassium and Triple Super



AquiferraGrove Visit ςMarch 2020

ÅCanopy Management
ïExcellent crop load, irrigation maintained

ÅDisease Management
ïFine weather has resulted in stretching out spray intervals

ïScale infestation identified ςrespond in spring 2020

ÅNutrition ςleaf test results
ïNitrogen and Boron slightly low

ïRecommendation: observe at present



AquiferraGrove Visit ςOctober 2020

Å2020 harvest ςgrove avg21kg per tree and 19% yield

ÅbŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǾŜ нлнл

Grove observations October 2020

ÅFlowers just becoming visible ςa good return bloom

ÅDiseases absent; remnants of scale infestation controlled

ÅFruit hard to harvest in 2020, lowered tree yields ~30%

ÅCǊǳƛǘ ƻƛƭ ȅƛŜƭŘ рл҈ ҧ ƛƴ нлнлΤ нл҈ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ [Ωǎ ƛƴ нлнл

ÅIrrigated all season but severe drought conditions.
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